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THE 
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Fozfeitures 
IRELAND 


Fairly Stated,&c. 


Ince the Expeditionof King Hey 
» Il. into Feland, now about 530 


(2) 
very few Acres in that Country which 
have not more than once been veſted 
in the Crown by Forteitures. 


All the Lands forfejted in that King- 
dom ſince that time, (except what 1n 
the Rebellion of 1641, was by AR 
of Parliament ſecur'd to the Advens 
turers, for the Money they then rais'd 
in the neceſſity of Aﬀairs here) have 
all along been beltow*d by the Kings 
of Exgland, according to their own 
pleaſure. 


His preſent Majeſty, following the 
Example of thoſe who went before 
him, has been pleas'd to grant Lands 
to leveral great Perf and others 
whom he efteem'd deſerving of his 
Favour ; on which all the Chiet Judges 
of that Kingdom, other - Judges and 
Great Men in the Law, and others 
encourag'd by their _— have as 
Purchaſers, laid out conſiderable ſums 
of Money. This they did- becauſe 
they knew that a Grant under the 
Great Seal is a good and legal Title, 
and That by which the Engliſh 
there have all along held thejr Eſtates. 


In 


Ty / 


In regard of the Bill that is offer'd 
to reſume thoſe Grants, *rtis humbly 
repreſented to the Lords anq1 Com- 
mons in Parliament, that they in mak- 
ing Laws, are, in their Great Good- 
nel and Wiſdom, always very tender 
of every Man's Right; the 
Grantees, and thoſe who purchasy'd 
under them have a juſt and l 
> to the Lands granted by his 


- that barring an Iriſh a& 
of > (which in this caſe is 
not 'conſfider'd as appears by the E. of 
Athloxe's Grant) the Duke of Ormond's, 
and all the Eſtates granted ſince 41, 
and in former times, may as well be 
reſum'd as thoſe given by his Maje- 
ſty, ſince we aretold that mo time oc- 
curs to the Kjng and Parliament. 


"Tis faid that Grants have frequent- 
ly been reſum'd by Parliameats , 
therefore they have a juſt right to do 
It: And if {o neither the Grantee nor 
Purchaſer has reaſon to complain, 
fince the former is depriv'ed of 
that which Parliaments have fre- 

quently diſposg'd of, and the later 
. ſuffers 


(4) 
ſuffers as one who purchas'd underan 
uncertain, and bad Title, - and forgot 
'-what the Law ſays, Caveat Empror. 


If this were ſo, it might perhaps bede- 
- cent not to urge it in the; t Caſe, 
confidering the infinite Obligations His 
\ Majeſty has laid upon us, and how rea- | 
| ſanable itis, he ſhould be allowed to re- 
-ward thoſe, whom he knew deſerved 
great marks of | his bounty :and-- Fa- 
your. '/ But laying theſe conſiderations 
afide, I : will allow . that, if. indeed 
the nature of our conſtitution be Auch, 
that. a [/Perſon who holds a Fortei- 
'ted Eſtate by the _ Grant, and 
he that : purchaſes/ under that | Grant, 
- has but'an uncertain / and bad Tt- 
tle, and that it appears to. be fo, 
by the frequent » reſuming +0f E- 
ſtates, then there is ſome weight in 
the Objection. But if the Parhament 
Þ:5 never declar'd, ; That the King 
his 20 right to diſpoſe of ſuch-Fortet- 
tures: to the Crown ; if, the} Judges, 


. .. the interpreters of: our Laws, have al- / 


ways agreed, That ſuch Titkes are 
good in Law ; if they are the Tiles | 
by which .thc Lands of. that, and. this 
Kinge 


Aro 


| (8) 
Kingdom, have always been held, I 
_—_y conceive the Cale is other- 
wiſe, 


A Late Author .has taken a great 
deal of pains to ſhew, that Parliaments 
in former times have made ſuch 
Reſumptions. 


He ſays (which he could not avoid 
owning) "That, ,Owr conſtitution ſees 
to have been, that "the Kyjnos always 
might make Grants," and that thoſe Grants 
7 para accoraimg'to the forms prejerts 

by Law, were valid and pleagable not 
only agdinit him, but his Succeflars, It 
the _ may make' Grants, and they 
are valid ; Does got au ACt of Reſump- 
tion deprive ,a man of that which he 
has, a Juſt and Legal! right to ?,, And 
will it not+ be too great a hard(hip oa 
the King, 'as well as the Perſons cags 
cern'd, in his Granss, to force, him 
to, take away what he- has granted, 
and (o to. injure this Subjedts whom 
he has always tenderly protected, and 
with the hazard of lus blood preſerved ? 
That Author is of another opinion ; for 
he tells us, *Tis —_ 5 manifeſt, ws 
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(2) 

ed any AQ that voided the ' vaſt 
Grants made after the Rebellion in 
1641”; or that 'reſum'd the” efcheat- 
ed Counties, and other Lands diſpo- 
ſed of by King James the Firſt ; or 
thar broke the many and great Grants 
of Forteitures made by 'Queen El- 
rabeth ? Does he know of any Re- 
lamption of the great multitude of 
Eſtates -given by King | Hemry the 
VIHIth ? No: though they were ac- 
quired by Act of Parhament, and not | 
by the King in War, yet the Kin 

diſpos'd of them as he pleas'd,. an 

the 'Grantees. and Purchaſers have 
not as yet complained of the hard- 
thip of a Refurung Act. 


Have then the Grants of all the 
Princes fince the! Reftormarion <reat- 
ed pood Tides in Jreland, rand paſ- 
ied current , and troe trom ' all *Re- 
iumptions ? 'Yes, 'tis certain they 
RAVE, 1nd that Author 15 chyenged 
to Ahcw : the contrary, his, me- 
thinks, Ihews A cuitom ancient C« 
nouglh-, /' to! !'GCuRr the . Grants , of- 
His prelent Majeſty, to whom we owe 
more thay 10 ab-che Kings betore 
mM. e 8 "Twill 
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"Twill be asKd whether there 
were no ſuch Reſumptions before 
the Reformation ; if there were, 
why (conſidering the ſtreights we are 
in) ſhou'd not the ſame courſe be 
taken now to caſe the Nation of 
Taxes ? In order to give this que- 
ſtion a clear and fatisfattory anſwer, 
E ſhall obſerve that the Grants made 
by our Princes have been of two 


+ forts. Firſt, of Lands that have fal- 


len to the Crown by Rebellion or 
Conqueſt : Secondly, of Lands or 
Hereditaments that were of the De- 
meſnes, or ancieat Reyenues of the 


Crown. 


All Eftates of the Firſt fort are 
undoubtedly, by our Laws,. in the 
gift of the King ; our conſtitution does 
not only allow him to diſpoſe of 
theſe, for ſuppoles he will do it. 
*Tis 1o- far from being a Crime -in 
any of' his Miniſters ro countenance 
the Kings doing this, that on the 
contrary, ſhould they adviſe him not 
to make Grants, but ro keep his 
Acquiſitions in his own hands, ay 
af! ougut 
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To whom did it ſeem ſo ancient- 
ly? Not to the Kings themſelves ; for 
they all along made Grants of the | 
Revenues of the Crown, and that ſo | 
commonly, that this Author will be | 
hardly able to. name two fince the | 
Reign. of William I. that have not | 
made Grants of {ome of the Revenues 
of the Crown, and thus broken in | 
to this fundamental : Nor to the Par- | 
liameat ; for they never have con- 
demned ſuch Grants, never made an | 
AQt of Parliament to prohibit them. 
This appears from the Att made (27. 
Hen, $8. c. 13.) to ſecure the Fees | 
belonging to the Clerk of the lignet : ' 
% Gf the An will 4 it fo, ? 
Vi . 298) 10 inforce by 4 poſuttve © 
Las, g 4 ancient fog in LON | 
from the Crown. 'Tho? in this he is | 
miſtaken in the Judgment of Law- | 
you (mention'd by himſelf, p. 30) who 
ay that theſe methods are direftive * 
not coercive, or as Hobart ſays, (Hob. 
Rep. Colt and Glover, p. 146) That 
theje kind of Statutes were made to pus 
things in ordinary farm, and to eaſe the 
Sovereign of Labour, but not to deprive 


him + 
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( 13) 
him of Power. But however that be, 
this is certain, that ro make ſuch 


: Grants as theſe, is what is permitted 
; our Kings, even by the Statute Law, 
/ andthe Law never preſcribes a rule 


for doing that which it allows.not to 


| be done. 


But does not this Author tell us 


| that 11. Hen. 4. *T was plainly aud di- 


retHy enatted, That all manner of Here- 
ditaments, which from thence forward 
ſhould fall into the Crown, ſhould not be 
alienable, but remain ta the Kjng. This, 
he ſays, #s poſurive, ee” (as we 


' know) and ſtill as mach in force as Mag- 


Si 


u7 


—_  &” 8 no 


- tells us, "The Commons pray. the 
C 


na Charta, pag, 303.) Here this Gen- 
tleman has been guilty. of great in- 
advertency, in citing this as a Poſi- 
tive Aﬀ and ſtrong as Magna Charts 
for prohibiting alienations of the Re- 
venues of the Crown. Ihope he on- 
ly forgot how he mentioned this Act 
in the foregoing part of this Book. 
(p. 145.). 1 muſt defire the Reader 
to turn to the place he quotes, the 
very ſame year of Henry the IV. 
and the {{ame Parl. Roll. There he 


King 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


( 14 ) | 
King, That for ever hereafter, no Grant | 
might be made of any Hereditaments or © 
other profits of the Crown, except Offices | 
and Builiwices, till the King ball be | 
quite out of Debt ; and unle)s there be | 
remaining in his Coffers ſufficient for rhe | 
Proviſion of his Family, The AQ as} 
"tis here deliver'd is differing from | 
the Mazns Charts, the politive Law ! 
he meation'd before : And yet here ! 
he has given the Original a very} 
dextrous rurn ; for the French in the 
AQ is En Temps enſuivants, (which is} 
no more than for the future) but he! 
has render'd it, for ever hereafter ; and; 
ſo would infer that That, which ts 
plain was no more than a Petiti- 
on to the King, not to Grant a-| 
way the Hereditaments of the Crown! 
till he had ſufficient for the ſupport 
of his Family, was a poſitive Law,! 
which was to ſtand for ever, like! 
Magna Charts, to Guard the Revenues}; 
of the Crown, and reſtrain the King 
from making Grants. This Gentle-! 
man 1s miſtaken, the Wiſdom of this! 
Nation never did, and, I'm ſure, ne- 


"ver will make ſuch an everlaſting 


Law as he mentions. They foreſaw 
what | 


| ( 15) 
'axt | what the Power of the King in time 
Or | would grow to, if there ſhould never 
ices | be any alienation, and that this fun- 
' be | damental would ſhake the foundation 
of the Government : They know bet- 

the) ter things. My Lord Cite tells us, 
AS? (24. Inititut, pag. 496, 497) That the 
om | King's Prerogative is rap of the Law of 
aw ! England, and that this is ſbewn in bis 
ere! Letterf Patents for Lands, Tenements, 
TY | and other things. Without this Prero- 
| gative I can't ſee how he can Govern, 

! anddiſchargethat great duty incumbent 
he! upon him. Whar is a King unleis he 
nd} have Power to Reward and Puniſh ? 
Sy Some may be ſo warmed with 4 zeal for 
U-' the Pablick, that, without any hopes 
a-! of reward, they may fight tor it, and 
vn} that 10 reſolutely too, that they ne/cher 
AT? will grve nor ak quarter, Bur there 
W,! 1s not in all Men {o much Vertue, and 
ke! Piety towards their Country. Some 
es; are excited to perform yreat Things 
8g! out of hopes of the ſame Reward that 
.-_ | others have reap'd before them: And 
| if it ſhould not lig in the power, of 
&) the Prince to do it, his Subjects 
g may ſuffer greatly for want of their 
Seryices, All the Lands that are jn 
the 


( 16) 


the King's Dominions are ſuppos'd to 
have been given by him, and when- 
ever he gave, if any murmuring fol- 
lowed upon n, the reaſon of it was, 
not becauſe he had not a right to pive, 
but becauſe he gave away that which 
was neceſſary even to rhe ſupport of 

is Family ; and *rwill appear, even 
from what this Author ſays, That 
?,was then only that aſſumptions were 
thought of. 


He tells us that the firſf Rrgalar af 
ſumption was in the Reign of Henry 
the -VIth, He does not then ap- 
prove of the aſſumption made by 
William Rufus, who alienated many 
of the Crown-Lands,.and took them 
again to give to oth&rs : Nor that of 
King Stephen, who play*'d the ſame 
wick of giving, and raking tro pive 
a2ain : Nor that of Hemry the IL. 
who laid his hands upon the Regn: re- 
ditns, or dominia, diſpos'd of by King 
Stephen among his Followers : Nor 
that 'of King ' Richard the 1ft. his Son, 
who'to furniſh himfelf for his expe- 
ditioh to the” Holy Latid, fold fe- 
veral parcels - bf | the Crown ' -Re- 
venue, 


BS. 
» | venue, and reſum'd them afterwards. 
Theſe reſumptions are exploded as 
irregular, being made only « the 
Kings themſelves, who thought of 
their Gifts, as the old Iriſþ Proprietors 
[do of their Eſtates, That they cannot 
!{o diſpoſe of them, bur that they ſtill 
: have Fill a good Title. 
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The Regular reſumption made in 
the Reign of Henxry the VIth. when 
{the occaſion and circumſtance of that 

' FAR are conſfider'd, will, I beheve, ap- 

\ {pear to be as hrtle the _i and 
very groundlefly produc'd tor a pre- 
cedent at this time. 

The AQ was made in the 28th. 
year of Henry the VIth. The occafi- 
on of it is very well known, Sir 
John Forteſcue, then Lord Chief Juſtice 
;of the Kings-bench, tells us (pag. 257) 

[that that Prince had, after he came to 
'ithe Crown in Lordſhips, Lands, Te- 
\nements, and Rents, near hand to the 
hfth part of his Realm, above the 
Poſſeſhons of the Church ; which was 
a greater Revenue, he ſaid, than that 


of 


(15) 
of the Kjng of France, or the Sultan of 
Babylon, or of any King that then 
Reigned over a Chriſtian People. This 
great Revenue had in his time been 
{0 waſted with extravagant Grants, 
that *rwas but a little more than the 
fifth part of what ras neceſſary to 
defray the charge of his Houſe; for 
the neceſſary expences of his houſhold 
beſides all other ordinary charges, 
came to 24000 /. yearly, but the Re- 
venue of the Crown was but $5000 /. 
nk am. as 1s ſet forth in the pream- 

le of the Act. Beſides, the Com- 
mons tell the King, thet *twas made 
out in the tormer Parliament, that 


the King was indebred 372co0 /. ' 


This Sum (which had ſwollen big- 
ger now) was a vaſt one, as Money 
wear in thoſe days. In this poor and 
low eltate of Aﬀarrs, when (as a Re- 
verend Ferion who lv'd in thoſe times, 
tells us, vid. p. 355) The Revenues of 
the Crown were jo rent away by ill Coun- 
fel, that the King was forc'd to live DE 
TALLAGIITIS POPULTI; and 
was 2rown i debt 5002001. when the 
poor Commons (as they fay inthe AR) 
hy finding Vidkaals for ' his houſhald, &c. 


wcre 
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C 19 ) 
were well nigh deſtroved : This firſt Re- 
gular Reſumption (as *tis calld) was 
enaQted. 


The occaſion of it we ſee ; ?T was 
the low; and miſerable condition to 
which the Crown, exhauſted: by ex- 
travagant Grants, was redue'd, and 
the great Poverty of the Kingdom. 
If this ſhou'd, in good carneſt be aF 
figned for a reaſonable and neceſſary 
cauſe of a reſumption now, our mur- 
muring might be well reckoned a- 
mong our other uiniquities, whieh we 
have reaſon to fear will pull down 
the Vengeance of God upon us. 


But after all, what was this Aft, does 
it contain any thing that gives the lea(t 
colour of a precedent for that which 
is now propos'd-? Was it not . made 
in favour of the King to get him 
bread ? Was he not to relume the 
Lands for the Crown ? Was there 
any invaſion upon his Prerogative ? 
No : "Twas not infinuated, © that he 
had not a right to make ſuch Grants. 
Sir John Forteſcue, then Chief Juſtice 
of the Kings-bench (by whom qur 

Author 
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Author thinks this Law was model- 
led) informs us how the King's 
Revenues were ys of, and the 
Crown impoveriſt?d. And among other 
things, ſays, That ſome of the ſaid live- 
lihood, HIS GOOD GRACE had 
given to ſuch as ſerved ſo notably, that 
as their Renown will be Eternal, ſo it 
did befit the Kyng's Magnificence, to 
make 8 Rn, ery, rage their 
Heirs, to his Honour, and their perpetu- 
al Memory. 


Here we have the opinion of & ve- 
nerable and Learned Lawyer (as he is 
juſtly calld) ro aſſure us, that *twas 
not only the right of the King, but 
well becoming his - Majeſty, to make 
Grants of Lands 'of the Crown, to 
deſerving Perſons and their Heirs for 
ever. And tho” a great many not 
ſo deſerving, had, by their folicitati- 
ons wrought themſelves into his Poſ- 
ſeſhons, almoſt to the utter diſheriſon 
of his Crown; yet that worthy man, 


in ſuch a low and deplorable ſtate of . 


Afﬀairs, propos'd that they would give 
the King a ſubſidy to gratifie Perions 
in caſe of a reſumption. + A plain de- 

mon- 


- 
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monſtration of this, that *rwas thought 
unreaſonable then, to pray the King 
to reſume the Revenues of the Crown 
(for this, after ſo much noiſe that is 
made, will appear to be the whole that 
either this or the following AQtts do 
contain) whichhe had profuſely given 
away, Without enabling him, in ſome 
ſort, to repriſe the Perſons whoſe 
Grants he ſhould reſume. 


But in a Caſe ſo very plain, what 
need many words ? Inthis A& there 
1s no reſtraint upon the King, he is 
pray'd to reſume, but this Prayer is 
in favour of himſelf, that his baskets 
and eoffers might be fuller. There 
1s no neceſſity laid upon - him to en- 
ter into the Poſſefſions of. his Frieuds, 
and, together with them, to ruin mul- 
tirudes of his Subjefts. Tis fo far 
from this, that the King when he 
agrees to the Petition and Retump- 
tion, excepts all thoſe that he ſhall 
be plea&d to grant favings to. And 
accordingly we find, that belides 16 
ſavings inſerted by the Commons, 
there were 185 made by the King, 
Which abundantly ſhews what this 

D Act 
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AQt of reſumption was, it ſhews it in- 


deed to be a Regular one, (as the 
Author calls it) and the Reader fees 


that tis an excellent precedentdor— | 


the preſcnt Bill. 


Among other things concerning this 
AXQt, the Author obſerves,7hat rhe great 
Earlof SHREWSBURY, who 
had done ſo many Heroick Actions, and 
had ſo waliantly fought for the Ho- 
naur of his Country, had bat 100 |, 
per. ann. Penſion for his Life, and ſome 
Lands in Ireland, then of no value, the 

aid Earl having bad no other recom- 
pence for his long ſervices, which mode- 
ration of his is « reproach to the ava- 
rice of the preſent times, 


I muſt with this Gentleman own, 
that the Heroick ACtions of that No- 
ble Earl (whoſe name carries merit 
in it) deſerved the greateſt recom- 
pence that could be given: But con- 
lidering the Poverty of thoſe times, 
and the great value of Money, the 
Recompence, tho* not equal to the 
Merits of the Man, yet was greater 
than he repreſents it, 

He 


| 
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He adds that he had beſides ſome 
Lands in Ireland then of no value; the 
words of the AR are, Till then yerlding 
nothing being in the hands of Rebels. 
I can aſſure this Gentleman, that the 
Lands of that noble Lord, of which 
afterwards his Family was deprived by 
the Statute of Abſentees made in Ireland, 
were more than all the [r;ſb ferfeitures 
diſpoſed of by his preſent Majeity, pur 
er. This conſidered, he might 

with more Juſtice have faid, That this 
thews the moderation of his Grace, 
the preſent Duke of Shrevsbury, 
who, notwithſtanding the great Ser- 
vices of his Anceſtors in Ireland, 
notwithſtanding his own great Me- 
rit, has not beg'd any Grant of 
the King in that Kingdom, where 
he had fo good a claim. Bur fince in 
— Grants made formerly with 
thoſe of the preſent time, he has 
mentioned the favours conferred on 
a Noble Lord of that Great and 
Honourable Family, to make His Ma- 
jeſty's Grants look the greater, and 
more exorbitant ; T wall tell him 
what I find in my Lord Cote's 12th. 
Report (E, of Shrewsbury's Caſe) that 
King 
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King Heary VIIL. did grant to George 
E, of —_— and his Heirs, the 4 
bey of Rufford, with the Lands there- 
to betonging in the County of /Not- 
tingham ; the Lordſhip of Rotheram, 
in the County of Tork ; the Abbeys 
of Cheſterfield, Shirbrook and Goſadel in 
the County of Derby, with divers 0* 
ther Lands and Tenements of great 
value. This 1 mention here, being 
led into it by the Author, to ſhew 
that there were great Grants in for» 
mer times. Ot which, more here- 
after. 


What this At of Hemry VI. was, 
what force and operation it had, 
whether that which this Gentleman 
would ſuggeſt, the Reader may gueſs 
from what follows. Had all the 
Crown Lands diſposg'd of by that 
King, (except thole that were fecus. 
red ro the Grantees by the ſeveral 
re{crvations made by the Commons 
and the King himſelf) by that re- 
fuming Att, been re-inveited in the 
Crown ; there could have been no 
place left for the complaints, and ſe- 
veral reſuming Atts or Petitions on 

ſol- 


C 25) 
follow'd. By them the nature and 
validity of this Att, as well as their 
own force and operation is diſcover'd. 


The very next year (29th Hen, 6.) 
Another appears of the ſame nature 
with this. In itthere are great com- 
plaints made by the Commons of 
their Poverty of many wnportable char- 
ges laid upon them, and of there being 
no benefit of the former Reſamption 
(how ſo I wonder, if *rwas a poſi- 
tve reſuming AC) Therefore in the 
moſt lowly wiſe to us poſſible, we (lay 
the Commons) beſeechen you moſt no- 
blay, graciouſly and tenderly to conſider 
the great benefits that ſhould grow unto 
you, and to this your Roialme, by the 
means of this reſumption. 


The King in anſwer to the Peti- 
tion tells them that by the advice of 
his Lords Spiritnal and Temporal, 
his exellency isagreed to reſume,&c. 
But tis with Proviſions and Excep- 
tions for all that he pleaſes, as ap- 
pears by the aſleat. 


Four 


( 262) 
Four years after this (33 Hen. 6.) 


another At of Reſumption paſſes, 
which ſhews what kind of AQts theſe 


were. 


The Commons ſet forth, That not- 
withſtanding -their large Grants of 
Goods, he was indebted in outragious 
Sums ; that the Revenue of his Land 
did not ſuffice to ſuſtain his houſhold, 
whereof the People (ſay they) lament 
and ſorrow piteouſly, What became 
then of the Lands veſted in the Crown 
by the former Reſumptions? 


The King aflents to this Petition 
as before ; but with a Reſerve for 
his Prerogative ; and favings for what 
he pleaſed. This ſhews the meaning 
of thoſe Ats : They were only Pray- 
ers and Petitions to the King to pity 
them, and the low Eſtate of his 
Crown, and to reſume as much of 
the Revenues he had given away, 
as was ſufficient to ſupport his Fa- 
mily. What could there be more ia 
ſuch a Reſuming AR, wherein the 
King, in the Royal Aſlent, inſerts a 
| | ſaving 
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(27) 
ſaving for his Prerogative. This, I 
think, is plainly maniteſt by the effett, 
and operation of theſe Acts. 


Theſe were the Acts of Reſump- 
tion made by Henry VI. 


Some may objett, (ſays this Author) 
that Henry VI. «nder whoſe Reign theſe 
three Reſumptions were made, was a weak 
Prince, unfortunate abroad, ingaged in 
Fattions at home, and kept under by the 
houſe of York, I would ask that Gen- 
tleman what need there is of ſuch an 
objeftion ; for what effet had all 
theſe Petitions ? what was this weak 
King forced to do ? Did not he aſ- 
ſert his Prerogative ? Were there a- 
ny reſumptions ? by what followed 
*rwill appear whether there were or no. 


This Gentleman was not aware 
that the infinuating this Objeion 
makes greatly again({ him. For what 
opinion had the People of Refump- 
tions at that time, or of their right of 
claiming them, when in the Reign of 
fo weak a Prince, their Ats (as they 
are called) avail'd no more. 

About 


—— 


O— 


(W). 


About five years after (1 Edw. IV.) 
as ſoon as that King came to 
the Crown ; his Subjects deſir'd a 
Reſumption * By this all Grants 
were to be reſum'd that were made 
fince' the latter end of Rub. II. 
which was above ſixty years : The 
reaſons will be clear to any one 
that knows the Hiſtory of England, 
This Gentleman does well to name this 
among the other Precedents, to let 
us know the moderation of thoſe times, 
and to ſhew that no Preſcription will 
ſecure Men againſt a reſuming AQt. 
This reſumption, he ſays, was too 
large to hayeany good cftett, Why 
ſo ? The more Lands it ſeiz'd, the 
better the effeft : But it ſeems it did 
no execution, For 


Three years afrer ( Ano 3 and 4 
Eaw. TV.) there paſs'd another AR. 
This Att as well as the former paſs'd 
with _ exceptions as it ſhould 
pleaſe the King ro make. A prodigi- 
ous namber Of theſe ſavings, a” ens, 
there were ; i» ſo' mach that, our Au- + 
thor ſays, they ſeem intirely to de- 

: feat 
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(29) 
fog the deſizy, and intention of the Ai. 
erefore. 


Three or four years after ( 7 Faw. 
IV.) we are coll of another ; this 
the King deſires, for he tells them he 
is reſold to live of his own, and not be 
4 charge to his Subjects, This paſles, 
with what Proviſions and Exceptions 
the King is pleas'd to make, bur as 
ill luck would, have it, the Exceptions, 
our Author tells us, frafirated the good 
intentions of - the (Commons. Thus ac- 
cording to him each of theſe three 
Atts was. a Felo de ſe, Why then 
are they progduc'd ? *Tis to taiſe a 
Cloud of Witneſſes, and alarum peo- 

le with a great noiſe of 'Reſumprtions 
in former times, tho there be nothing + 
at all in chem. Un the .miſcarriage 
of theſe anothor At is niade. 


10 Eady. IV. But "ts With ſuch pro- 
viſigns and exceprioas as by the K.ſhall 
be made, who tells the Commons he 
will reward ' every of his SabjeQts for 
their merits, Weare told by this Author 


that a great number of exceptions are 
E brought 


(30) 
brought by the King, but theſe don't 
ſeem of that nature, as if *rwere de- 
ſand they ſhould defeat the intenti- 
ons of che Houſe of Commons. 


his Gentfewan, ' in * giving an 


2ccount of theſe Reſumptions, had 
done well ithe had told us how they 
hayper'd ; this would fufficiently 
info:m us what they were. Eve- 
rv one. knows how Edward the 
IV. came to the Thrown, that 
he was Crown'd ſeveral years before 
the Death,of Hex. VI. © Our Hiſtory 
te!ls us that to raiſe ſome with the 
ruin of athers, he diſtributed the 
Lands and, Poſſeſſons of thoſe that 
[ed with KingHemry amongſt his own 
F-vourites and Followers ; having, 
the better to paliate his own ante, 
19s, firit made Proclametion , that 
whoſoever of the contrary FaCtion 
would come it and ſubmut, ſhould 
be received. to Grace, and reſtor'd 
” their Patrimonies. Truſt, Hiſt. pag. 
183, 


In 


(31) 


In the. 1cth. Year of his Reign, 
we find King Hexry gets. the af. en- 
dent again ; K, Edward IV.1.Proclaim- 
ed an Uſurper ; is torc'd to, quit the 
Kingdom, Then the Parliament was 
aflembled at J Veſtminſter , wherein 
King Edward and his Friends, and 
Followers, . are . Attainted . of High- 
Treaſon, and their Goods and Lands 
ſeiſecd to King Henry's ule. Trafe. 
Hiſt. pag. 1 94; 


This accounts for the Refurption 
de three Years after (13. Eaward 

I. laſt mention'd) wheca King E:. 
ward got the better again, *T wasan 
Att to re-inveſt Crown-Lands and 
Goods, which King Eaward IV. had 
in the beginning. of his Reign, which 
(as I've  ſhewn) were 'atterwards 
{ciz?d by Parliament, for Kipg Hen- 
's uſe, and had by him bcen diſpo- 
ſed of among his Frieads, So that 
this, it ſeems, , was only an ACt to 
reſume from King Henry's Friends, 
to veſt them in the Crown, and in 
effe& to give them to King Edward's 
Favourites, for giving the Royal af- 
E 2 ſent, 


(32) 
ſent, he told the Commons, That th e 
Bill ſhould not withſtand that Rizhe 
and Equity which obliged him to do 
to every of his Subjetts according to 
their Mentts, | 


Anno 1 -w ogg Another AQ 
of Re 10# paſſes, by this the K, 
is tO Noe uf | afrond ines his hands 
whatever Henry VI. his Unkle had, 
the 24. day of Ofober, 1th the 347%: 
Year of his Reign ; and it makes 
void all Grants made by King Ec- 
ward TV. King Edward V. a Ri- 
chard NIL. By Authority of Parliament, 
or otherwife. 


Here is an excellent precedent for 
Reſmmprtions, one that ſhews how a 
great deal of Money may be raiſed, 
1 we will but Copy after this Exem- 

lar : Por this looks backward thro? 
hree entire Reigns, and feizeth what 
was given even by At of Parlia- 
ment. Fither this is a Regular Re- 
ſumption, or it is not: Tf it be nor, 
why 15 it mentioned ? Tf it be, this 
Gentleman ſhews where Exg/and may 
raiſe a vaſt Sum ugon an” extraords 


nary 
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naty occaſion. * Twill be = ref 
ming whar has been forfeited in Ire- 
tend fince 1641, or if that ſhould be 
wo little, carrying the AR wp to 
Queen Eliz «births time ;- Which, ac- 
cording to what he has delivered, 
in his fine of Reſurprtions, and 
Conqueſt togerher, may very well 
be done. 


This Gentleman, when he, in or- 
der to influence the Parliament to 
fefume, deliver\d this among (his ma- 
ny other excellent Precedents, ought 
to have told us the trane cauſe of 
this very extraordinary At, "Twas 
m the 1/f. of Henry dg es 
Nephew mw Hem VL. "da by 
Pell IV. in the 34th. ver 'of his 


Reipn, This Edvard, together with 


Edward V. his Son, and Richerd ITT, 
kept Henry VE. and his Heirs out of 
the Throne for many Years. When 
therefore the Crown return'd into the 
Lancaftrian Line, .and Hex, VIT. was 
Crown'd, the Parliament call'd in 
the firſt year of his Reign made all 
the Grants of the former Uſurpers 
void, ahd veſted jn the King all that 
wn his 


(34) 
his Unkle poſſeſſed, at the time he 
was Depos'd. Isthis any tbingtothe 
purpoſe in the preſent Caſe, and is 
taking from Uſurpers and. their Fas, 
vourites, and veſting it. in the King, 
any invaſion upon + the, King ? --no, 
Hen. VII. in giving the Royal afſent 
reſerv'd a power to himſelf, to make, 
what exceptions he pleagd, and to rey 
ward the Merits of his Friends, 


The laſt Reſumption of Crown 
Lands 'made by the Kings of Eng- 
land, was in this Kings Reign. - Als 
ter this now mentioned 'our Author 
tells us, there were ſome. particular 
ones, as 4nmw 11. Henry VII. An Att 
of Reſ@mprion of divers Caltles, Man- 
nors, Lands, and Tenements, which 
were formerly given by King Ear, 
HI. and King Richerd IL. to Edmond 
de Langley, Duke of Tork. Though 
this would ſuit better with times 
which ſome expett- hereafter, but I 
hope never will ſee, yet it ought not 
to be omitted here, becauſe it af+ 
fords a Precedent for looking further 
backward,and ſhews, that whea weare 


reſuming,, we may / rake deep into 
Anti» 


| nd 
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Astiquity, and graſp at things that 
were given '120 years before. This 
our Author is not- for, he is for con- 
fining his Reſuming A& within the 
Grants of the pretent Reign ; this 
we can't aſcribe +0 any extravagant 
reſpeft he has for His Majeſty ; nor 
can I tell whether we owe it to his 
Moderation, for had he adviſed a 
large retroſpett, he had, perhaps, 
been too diſobliging, and defeated the 
deſigns of his Book. If we would 
follow him, *tis hard ro know what 
meaſures to take ; when he propoſes 
a Pattern for us to imitate in our re- 
troſpection, he lays before us the Ex- 
ample of thofe Kings who refumed 
their own Grants without affiſtance 
of Parliament, wd; pag. 428. In a- 
nother he tells us, that theſe are ir- 
regular, and when he comes to give 
account of the regular, he mentions 
ſuch as either had no manner of eft- 
feRt at all ; or elſe rook a very large 
compaſs, and went very far back, in 
their way breaking over As of Par- 
liaments- 


On 


(36) 
On the whole matter, theſe Ob- 
lervations may be made. 


Firſt, That all his agiſe about ie. 
ſumptions, has becn ry Grants of 
Lands, and Revenyes of the Crown. 


Sexondly, That fuch Grants astheſe 
are not; contrary to the Common or 


Starme Laws of this Kingdom. 


Thirdly, Longs they were nover 
complzzngd of, but ig the adhe ny | 

moſt deplorable Circumliances af 
Crown,; and they nag upon wy - 
count of their being allegal, but up- 
on the account of the indigency at 
i and the neceſſities ot his 
4 Y, 


Fourhly, Thas the firſt Regular 
Reſuraption (as *rascall'd) was ip the 
reign of a Prince, w d committed 
che malt walts upon the Crown ; and 
had lellen'd almoſt all the revenues 
of it: And yet neither thus, nor thoſe 
had any manner of 


Fifubh, | 


that follow'd 
clic. 


| 
| 
| 


(37). 
| » y That the Refumptionsafter: 
in the Reigns' of Eaw. IV. and 
YH VIl,1 were V ofGrantsmade 


by Uſurpers, as they. werecalP'd, and 
Veſtingthemintne prevailing Kings. 


dp That theſe Reſumprions 


chem brook through. mingy 


[1 


gn 
<1 i He LE carl 36, oo | 


been poſitye Adds of .Reſumprion, 


— Hat and .unraveld thio 
ſeveral: Regns beckmasd, 


how cou'd.uhey be dafcated, - 84 0ur 


Author owns they were. 


# 


(38) 
cluſions may be drawn from them , 
and / how ultly they" 6 propos'd 
to influence the/Legitlative Power at 
this time, Former Kings impoveri- 
ſd the Crown; ''by their extrava« 
gant Grants; 'in the heighth'of this 
miſery, the Commons prayd the 
ng 'wou'd reſume into his hands 
the _—_ - = no the 
port of His Family, but erve 
m6 he plets'd - for his Friends ; 
Therefore 'tis reaſonable that we 
ſhou'd 'now reſume all that our Ki 
has diſpos'd of, all the Lands forfer- 


| ted'by Rebells,- whom he ſubdu'd 


with the hazard -of his Life. This 
is arr extraordinary Inference. 


*Tis the King's Prerogative , his 
andoubted right to diſpoſe of ſuch 
Forteiures ; * Tis a ; tg” never 
wes deny*d' to any - r-Prince : 
And a palitive- on Of his own 
Grant 15 what has never been requi- 
red from any King of Explant.: "By. 
fore this Gentleman, who ſeems to 
be mightily :concern'd forthe 


cf his had preſ#d itſo violent- 
1y,'1 wiſh rorur! ao} Ford | 
ba 7 Firſt, 
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Firſt, Whether ſuch; z” Reſumpti- 
on as this would not-reflet roo much 


on the awraice of the' preſent age. 


Secondly, Whether his Majeſty, who 
has reſcu'd us from Slavery and Po- 
, Who. has Fought our Battles 
Bhd who has ir the Balance 
of Exrope, and thereby. retricy'd the 
Honour and Glory of the Engliſh Na- 
tion, ought to be deny'd that, which 
was the undoubted Prerogative of his 
Predeceſlqrs. | 


Thirdly, Whether this be agreeable 
to our former Ads, whether: it will 
not ſoundodd here after in our Annals, 
and make ws. ſeem to our Neighbours 
2 wavering and uncertain People, 


Fourthly, Whether it be not dan- 
erous and . unpolitick to tell the 
orld, and.our Palerity, in fo {@- 
lema a maaner, - that it {hall not be 
ig the, power of our King to reward 
he ſervices of Men; who hazard 
Fheir Linesapd Fortunes, in the times 
” XRXE or, 
SS, ;* 


(40) 


Fifrhty, Whether it behot too 
x hardſhip xo rurn Men '6ut 6 he 
Poſſeſſions - which they enjoy. by the 
ws of this Land, and thereby ruinc 
uftirudes of Fafnilies. 


Tos yl mcoviggay bather Gran 
ts of all run- 
\» qt Purchiſers, and to juſtifie a 
Reſurption, we are told of a claim 
made the "Houſe of — 
ind of His Majeſty's If the 
Parliament claim'd theſe Wn to 
y to the uſe of the War, and His 
Noe promivd 'it ſhould be ſo, 
wete At (ora who obtain'd Grants 
Cr [laid out 
ky? are ſuch pre- 
Rio to bo 'enconmra ? 'and- do/hot 
they juſtly ſuffer ? 


_1fThigcoution here given, this clatm 
gh Mm hows tho Houle of "Commons, 
7 lin 
"R the TEarl of 
ar; a wk PareMikſe t1g- 
ger died; mace ' becauſe *his Grant 
was before any {lucky cattivn, "Due be- 
\ 12 DE -& I} ' "cauſe 


(4) 

cauſe likewiſe there was afterwards 
a ſaving for him 1n the Bill that paſ- 
ſed the Commons Houſe. The ſame 

be faid of the Earl of Athlone, 

nnd thoſe who purchaſed under him, 

fince, beſides -an IiÞþ Att of Parlia” 
ment (which has been always reckon- 
ed folid enough ro fertle Lands in 
that Country) there were Addreſſes 


ro ws in 'his behalf, here in 


yy wel us/ſee what the claim was 
which /ttie 'Houſe of Commons' made 
to'theſe 'Eſtates, and what *rwas the 


Ss 

e 'find in O06. 1690, *twas the 

opinion -6f 'the <Commitree of the 

wholeHoaſe, that 'Fen hundred: thou- 

ſand Pountls ſhould bo raisd "the 

credit; or by'fale of the forfeited Eltates 

inland, Twas refolved that a'Bill 

ſhoald be brought'i#n for a lying the 

{ameto the charge/6f the ' "The 

—_ \dchoCommions Houſe, burl 
Houſe of Lords. His May 

| grit was made Juſt hve days 

| mts _ broth ar 

wo ere: 

it proper to #ffare' 50u, that - bag * 


- 
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(42) 
make any Grant of the forfeited Lands 
im England or Ireland, 74/1 there be 
another \opportunity of ſettling the mat» 
ter in Parliament, mm et mANNer 4s 
4 be thoagbt expedient, 

jp Here _— ram King's pro- 
miſe was, *rwas that he would not 
make any Grants till there was ano- 
ther opporrunity of fettling that mat- 
ter io Parliament, as ſhould be thought 
moſt expedient. ' To me it ſeems that 
the matter was fettled by the Lords, 
and that they, by letting the Bill 
tal, ſhew'd what they thought moſt 
expedient, vis. To ler _ oO In 
the ancient n_ not to fr 

a. the Kings Prerogartive ut- 
or him to diſpoſe of rhe Eſtates that 
yere veſtcd in him. By this Fate of 
the Bill in the upper Houſe, to me it 
ſeems plain, that the King was 'dif- 
charg'd of bis promiſe, and that the 
claim (as 'tis calld) of the Houſe of 
Commons was determin'd, for. with 
= Bill loſt in the Howe Xe. Peers, 
the apportunity was ettling 
that marter in , Parliament, ' and this 
likewiſe concluded the Commons, gad 
put. an and to their glaun, 


| 
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The ' riext year another Bill was 
brought in to veſt theſe forfeited E- 
ſtares'm their Majeſties ; this Bill fell 
in the lower, as the other had done 
in the upper Houſe. The ſame tor- 
tune had the ſeveral other Bills after- 
wards in the years following, as 92, 
93, 94, 95, 97, 98. 

From this account it appears, thar 
this: claim put in by the Houſe of 
Commons, which ought to have de- 
ter”d people from meddling with the 
forfeitures, was in the year 1690; 
That fo-long ago people ſaw the 
Lords thought it unreaſonable by their 
_ it fall in their Houſe ; that 
in all the-years following, when *rwas 
propor'd, ' which was in ſeven. feve- 
ral *'Sefſions, and 'twas rejzeted per- 
petually in the Commons Houſe. 

"Twas but reaſonable that the Engliſh 
there, who ſuffered for adhering w 
Exgland, and were miſerably ruined 
by the rapine of their Enemies, ſhould 
be allow'd, after a longertraft of time, 
than we allot .to the Life of Man, 
at laſt to Plant. the Country, and 
ſertic themlelves. 
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ler looſe upon them, to unſettle and 
ruin them again, who had. dane 10 


much, and had been fo long waſted 


oy States of the Nation did not think | 
fir nine years fince, when the Bil 


ht in, nor any time effer, 


was br 
to. veſt 


F 
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ter ſeverity rhan ever the Lords 
Commons of E apa ws have 
8 vr not mo nl Juſt, bur Ge- 
THe can praCtice 
an ey will not re- 

in np prop when "Men of F 
þ Blood and Religion are to ſuffer 
= by it ; they will not ſuffer 
an inquiſition to go into that Coun« 
try, which will ſet every Man at 
variance with his N eighbour, and 
turn many thouſand Proteſtant Fami- 

lies out of rheir habirations. 

But this will not ſatisfe the Gen- 
tleman whom I have mentioned fo 
often, He ſays the War of Ireland 
has coſt England a vaſt Sum of Mo- 
ney ; I know it has coſt a a gu deal, 
bur little in compariſon of what he 
mentions. But, what if it has? Why 
then he ſays, *tis reaſonable that the 
forfeitures there ſhould go to pay 


, ['- 
in Juſtice, ought to go to 
| troubles of Ireland 


teftants of Ireland ve the beſt claim 
ro 


- —  ——— 


(46) 
to them : For the whole War, that 
we were ſo long ingag'd in has not 
colt us near ſo much as the Troubles 


'of Ireland have colt them : I mean mn 


proportion to the People, and Wealth 
of the Kingdom. his reckoning 
will be aaſily underſtood, when we 
conlider, how long the Proteſtant 
Gentlemen of Ireland loſt the whole 
income of their Eſtates ; how man 
years after (and even- to this day ; 
their Eſtates yield but part of their 
ancient Rent ; how almoſt all the 
Herds, Flocks, and Goods, and Wealth 
of the Proteſtants were plundr'd and 
ſeigd by their Enemies, This will 
ſhew how reaſonable it is by a re- 
ſumption to make them pay again for 
what they have fo ſeverely paid fos 
already. 

Had one of the old Iriſb Kings ruPd 
abſolutely in that Kingdom, land 
would have been fatished in this War 
to lay out a much greater Sum to keep 
it out of the hands, or Alliance of 
France, without deſiring to be reim- 
burs'd, any more than un Sovey or 
Flanders, 


But 


(47) 

But 'tis ſaid the K. has been miſin- 
focm'd in the value of his Grants,there- 
fore a reſumption is highly reaſonable. 
If he has, there is an old way chalk'd 
out to redeem that. The cuſtom was 
to delire the King to conſider the 
Merits of thoſe whom he h2d given 
to. But has he been milinform'd in 
all? No fure : why then a General 
Reſumption ? But wherein has he 
been infpos'd on? In the Perſons ; 
or the Grants ? There can be no great 
miſtake in the Perſons ; ſome might 
have been recommended to his fa- 
vour, and by their ſolicitations and 
importuning procure Grants, who 
had no great Merit: Buc the moſt 
conſiderable are perſons whoſe Merits 
he knew, ; and what rewards they 
deſerv'd; ſuch as have accompanied 
him in his dangers ; and have ferv'd 
him in his Wars, and particularly ig 
his Great and Glorious Expedition to 
reſtore our Laws and Religion, and 
to ſecure the Liberry of Earop*. A- 

inſt ſome of theſe *tis objetted by 
bo that they are Foreigners, if they 
that came in to our Succour, to deli- 
yer us from Slavery are to be called 

2 Foreign« 
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Foreigners, 1 can't tell how the Sqwe- 
rican in the Goſpel could be call'd a 
Neighbour. 
Some without excepting againſt ve» 
many of the perſons; fay the 
Erqncs are Exorbitant, They are not 
ſure roo Great for his Majelty ta 
vs: Many of the Kngs of England 
ave given much more than all them 
together to private perſons 1n Ire- 
and, 1n former times. Henry Crom- 
welPsPhiician paſs dPatent for very near 
as many Acres of Land, as are even 
by the Commiſhoners rerurn'd in the 
two beſt Grants of Forfeitures made 
by his Majeſty. But ſuppoſing the 
Grants to be great as they are reprey 
ſented : I humbly amof apinion,that 
"is more for the Honour and Intereſt 
of England, that they ſhould ſtand, 
than that Roch, who by ſwiming intq 
Derry with the hn of his Lifa 
preferv'd that place, ſhould in a Ges 
erat Reſumption loſe his little Gran 
Examples of our liberality in rewards 
jog may be of advantage to us, but 
It cannor he cithgr profitable or honouy 
gable, to tell the world we ill oc 
feward, We may have accaſing for 
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the aſſiſtance of our Neighbours a+ 
gain, for the things of this world are 

inſtable, This conſideration may 
jo bo it ſeem greater W.idom in us, 
to let the Monuments ot Qur Libe- 


rality ſtand, ro others here- 
= if occaſion ſhould bs, to come 
to our Succour ; than to deprive 
thoſe of the Rewards of their Prince, 
who oy bis, Pars and Dan- 
ers, in his rtaking to Deli- 
wa Preſerye us. | 
But after all, let us ſee, whether 
theſe Grants are ſo extravagant or 
no. When we fay they are too 
great, we mean thatrthere is too much 
taken from the Publick ; that they 
might have been ſold for much,and the 
price given to help to bear the ex- 
pences of the War. When we talk 
of what is given from us, we are to 
take things as they were when we 
cald them ovrs. Had the Forfeitures 
in Ireland been fald fag the uſe of the 
Publick in the year 1690, ar ſome 
years after, *tis certain would 
not have rais'd near 2000004, What 
then arg the Exorbitant Grants that 


the King has giyca from us? Hae 
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he givento all hisFriends all that ſerv'd 
fufer'd. in that. Ringdom twice 

as much as what the Partament here 
gave to Duke Schomberg? Tis true 
the Grants now are repreſented to 
be much greater. *Tis no won- 
der; was the intereſt of thoſe who 
did it, to make large returns, other- 
wiſe the Commiflion would have had 
an end, "The Sum might very well 
be large, - when they return'd forfei- 
ted Acres, one with anoth<cr, about 
trible what they were valued by Sir 
W. Petty, who had as computing a 
head as other Men ; (this isplain like. 
wiſe in the private Eſtate which 1s 
return'd at 26000 /. per annum, when 
*rwas © never ſet for above $000 /. , 
when they have returned fo ſmal 
incumbrances on {Eſtates ; when there 
are but four Intails return'd in all the 
forfejtures ; whenthe Rent of 12000 /. 
p&r annum telerved to the Crown on 
thoſe Grants is Hot confider'd ; when 
the number as well as value of Acres 
is magnified, If it ſhall happen. that 
four of 5000004. could be now rais'd 
(which ſureisthe very utmoſt that can 
be) 'tis hardly worth England's while , 
FOn- 
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—_ how its gotten. It maybe 
conſtrued by ſome asa ranticuke tiake 
tupon the K. many muſt ſuffer who 
ve deſerv'd well of the Kingdom ; 
legal Rights 'muſt be: made void; 
| 0a injury muſt be done to Purcha- 
and Improvers ; and a' grievous 
inquifition muſt afMi& and unſcttle 
that unhappy Kingdom. }. - 


This paper is written by a private 
dikneereſted perſon, one Ss mothea- 
ſively to each particular, ſincerely de-_ 
ſires the general happineſs and prof- 

rity of this Kingdom: one who 

eartily wiſhes a firm and immutable 
eſtabliſhment of this Government, 
and the Proteſtant Religion, in op- 
=__ to the incouragement of either 

opery or Papiſt ( whether Outlaw'd 
or others) to which we have reaſon 
to fear that we may be ohce again 
obnoxious, unleſs prevented by great 
Wiſdom and care. 
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